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LINKS: 

American Colonial Probate Records discussion 

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/American_Colonial_Probate_Records 

 

National Archives Indian Probate Records information 

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/075.html 

 

Information about each state’s probate records 

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Probate_Records 

 

WEBSITES: 

FamilySearch 

Ancestry 

 

The following is based on records at FamilySearch and Ancestry.com 

West Virginia Types of Probate Records 
 
Here are some of the types of documents you may run across in this collection: 
Wills. Wills direct the distribution of the estate according to the wishes of the testator. 
When the testator dies, the executor or executrix petitions the court for letters 
testamentary to prove (probate) the will. If the will is judged to be valid, it will be 
recorded in the will books of that court. The recorded will may include affidavits of 
witnesses attesting to the authenticity of the will and the competence of the testator at 
the time it was written. A copy of the will may also be found in the loose papers of a 
probate packet. 
Letters of Administration. In cases of intestate estates, letters of administration are 
requested to grant an administrator (usually the widow/widower or eldest son) the right 
to oversee the distribution of the estate in accordance with prevailing laws. 
Inventories. An inventory of the estate lists the assets with appraisals so an accurate 
accounting can be made and probate fees accurately levied. Inventories can give you 
some insights into your ancestor’s relative wealth, lifestyle, and occupation. 



Distributions and Accounting. You may find documents relating to the distributions 
paid out of the estate for administrative costs, allowances for heirs prior to settlement, 
and the final distribution of the estate. You may also find receipts and documents 
relating to the sale of estate assets. 
Bonds. Administrators, and at times executors, of estates may have been required to 
post a bond that would cover the value of the estate to protect the heirs from 
misconduct. Bondsmen were typically close family members, so these are important 
documents. 
Guardianships. If a minor child or a family member deemed incompetent and 
dependent had an interest in the estate, you may find guardianship papers included in 
the probate file. In addition, the guardian may have needed to post a bond equaling the 
value of the inheritance. 
 

 

MONROE COUNTY OHIO BOOKS 
 
Here are some of the types of documents you may run across in this collection: 
Administration bonds and letters 1867-1903 
This gives the administrator the authority to administer the estate of the deceased. 
Administration Docket 1890-1924 
Keeps track of the estate process, sends you to other volumes for the information, 
Records and Journal 
Journal 1867-1919 
Written statement from the court in session. 
Record 
Has the inventory of the estates and other records from the court 
Guardian Docket 1890-1923 
Similar to Administration Docket sends you to other volumes for the information, 
Records and Journal 
Wills 1867-1924 
As the title implies  
Guardian bonds and letters 
Records of setting up the guardianships 
Settlements 1867-1922 
Information on closing out the estate process 
 
CAMBRIA COUNTY PA BOOKS 
 
Here are some of the types of documents you may run across in this collection: 
Estate index 1806-1980 
Proceedings index 
Will Book 
Register's docket 
Shows status of probate 
Administrator's Account Books 



various documents transcribed (bonds, letters, inventories, etc.) 
Orphan Court Docket 
Actual court records dealing with guardianship 
 

FamilySearch 

Locating records 

1. Open up search on FamilySearch 
2. Locate the world map and scroll over the map to locate the area that you want to 

research.  
3. The map will highlight areas as you scroll, click on the area that you want to look 

at, say the United States. 
4. Now select the state that you wish to look at, say Ohio and click on “Start 

researching in Ohio” 
5. Scroll down to the section titled “OHIO IMAGE ONLY HISTORICAL RECORDS” 
6. Look for the series that you want to research and click on it.  In this case in 

“Probate and Court” click on “Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996” 
7. Click on “Browse through 6,997,828 images” 
8. Click on the county you wish to look at, say Monroe 
9. Click on which set of records you would like to look at and begin. 

 
Ancestry 
 
Locating Records 
 

1. Open up card catalog on Ancestry 
2. Scroll down the page looking for “Will, Probates, Land, Tax & Criminal” on the left 

of the page 
3. Click on this link 
4. Scroll down the page again looking for “Wills & Probates, Estates & Guardian 

Records” 
5. Scroll down the page looking for “Filter By Location” on the left of the screen. 
6. Click on USA 
7. Scroll down the page again and select the state you want to look for records, in 

this case Ohio. 
8. Looking through the listings and click on “Ohio, Wills and Probate Records, 1786-

1998” 
9. You can do a search on a specific name or go to a specific county to look at the 

images. 
10. For a county, on the upper of the page select the county that you want to look at, 

say Monroe County.  Click on Monroe and a drop down list will appear showing 
the different collections of image associated with probate in Monroe County. 


